
  

 
ZADAR LINGUISTIC FORUM (ZLF2022) 

Predicate: from polysemy to arguments 

April 6–8, 2022, Zadar, Croatia 

 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
This conference aims at gathering researchers interested in the properties of predicates, in particular 
in issues regarding the polysemy and the argument structure of verbs. The idea is to bring together 
insights on the polysemy of verbs and on argument realization from different theoretical, empirical 
and applied perspectives. 
 
The conference will also host a workshop on arguments and adjuncts (see description below). 
 
For the general session we invite contributions discussing the following topics about the properties 
of predicates and argument structure: 

- verbal polysemy at the interfaces: regular patterns and their exceptions 
- arguments: relations between lexicon, syntax and semantics 
- verbs and arguments over time: stability and dynamics of argument structures 
- the syntax and semantics of clausal arguments 
- structure of complex predicates (e.g. causatives, secondary predication, serial verbs etc.) 
- interaction between aspect, Aktionsart and argument structure 
- bottom-up and top-down strategies in resources for studying predicates and related 

phenomena (e.g. corpora, tools, experimental data etc.). 
 
Other topics related to polysemy and argument structure of verbs are welcome as well. 
 
Invited speakers: 
 
General session: 

Elisabetta Ježek (Department of Humanities, University of Pavia): TBA 
Carlo Geraci (CNRS, Institut Jean-Nicod & École Normale Supérieure, Paris): TBA 

Workshop Arguments and adjuncts: 
Boban Arsenijević (Karl-Franzens-University of Graz, Institute for Slavic Studies): TBA 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Workshop Arguments and adjuncts 
 
Most syntactic theories differentiate between two major non-predicate sentence elements: arguments 
and adjuncts (Tesnière 1959, Bresnan 1982, Chomsky 1981, Dowty 2000, Van Valin 2001 et al.). 



  

The first ones are dictated and enabled mostly by predicative verb while the second ones occur 'freely' 
in the sentence. In recent times the clear cut between these two categories has been examined 
(Grimshaw 1990, Herbst 2007) and distinction is seen as non-binary and categorial, rather gradual in 
its nature (Forker 2014). Also their cross-linguistic value has been questioned (Haspelmath 2014). 
The topic of this workshop is the difference between arguments and adjuncts from a theoretical, 
comparative, and applied point of view. 

 
We will welcome papers addressing one or more following topics: 

• different theoretical approaches to argument/adjunct distinction 
• valency: multidimensional or uniform phenomenon 
• tests for distinguishing arguments and adjuncts 
• arguments and adjuncts from a typological and comparative point of view 
• arguments and adjuncts: syntactic or semantic distinction? 
• resources for the study of arguments and adjuncts and their distinction 
• arguments and adjuncts in Croatian. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Submission Guidelines 
 
Authors should apply for presenting at the conference by submitting an abstract of their proposal. 
Abstract proposals should be anonymous and not longer than two pages including references and 
examples. Abstracts provided with references and maximum 5 keywords should be submitted in 
English in .pdf format complying to the following formatting: A4, margins of 2.5 cm on each side, 
single-spaced lines, 12 pt. Times New Roman font (see sample). Each presenter may submit 
maximum one abstract proposal for the general session and one for the workshop. During the 
submission procedure it must be stated if an abstract is intended for the general session or the 
workshop. The abstract should be submitted through easychair (link provided on the webpage: 
https://conference.unizd.hr/zlf2022/submission-guidelines/). 
 
Important Dates: 
 
Deadline for submissions: January 14, 2022 
Notification of acceptance: February 18, 2022 
Registration deadline: March 7, 2022 
Conference dates: April 6–8, 2022 
 
Registration and fees: 
 
The conference will be held at the University of Zadar, provided that the epidemiological situation 
will permit it. 
 
70 EUR – regular registration fee 
30 EUR – registration fee for PhD students, retired colleagues, and others without a regular income 
  



  

Scientific Board (in alphabetical order) 
 
Marco Angster (Department of Linguistics, University of Zadar) 
Boban Arsenijević (Karl-Franzens-University of Graz, Institute for Slavic Studies) 
Mia Batinić Angster (Department of Linguistics, University of Zadar) 
Branimir Belaj (Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences, University of Osijek) 
Matea Birtić (Institute for Croatian Language and Linguistics, Zagreb) 
Ivana Brač (Institute for Croatian Language and Linguistics, Zagreb) 
Carlo Geraci (CNRS, Institut Jean-Nicod & École Normale Supérieure, Paris) 
Elisabetta Ježek (Department of Humanities, University of Pavia) 
Ranko Matasović (Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb) 
Ida Raffaelli (Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb) 
Irena Zovko Dinković (Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb) 
 
 
Organizing Committee 
 
Marco Angster (Department of Linguistics, University of Zadar) 
Mia Batinić Angster (Department of Linguistics, University of Zadar) 
Metka Bezlaj (Department of Linguistics, University of Zadar) 
Matea Birtić (Institute for Croatian Language and Linguistics, Zagreb) 
Costanza Marini (University of Bergamo/University of Pavia) 
Siniša Runjaić (Institute for Croatian Language and Linguistics, Zagreb) 
 
 
Contact: 
 
Website: https://conference.unizd.hr/zlf2022  
E-mail: zadarlinguisticforum@gmail.com  


