	Study Programme
	English Department (Graduate)

	Course
	Visual Culture

	Status of the Course
	elective

	Year
	II
	Semester
	III

	ECTS Credits
	4

	Teacher
	Associate Professor Senka Božić-Vrbančić

	e-mail
	Senka.bozic1@gmail.com; svrbanci@unizd.hr

	consultation hours
	(FRIDAY by appointment)

	Associate / Assistant
	

	e-mail
	

	Consultation hours
	

	Place of Teaching
	143

	Mode of Teaching 
	Lectures, seminars

	Teaching Workload

Lectures + Seminars + Exercises
	2 + 1

	Assessment Criteria & Mode of Examination 
	Attendance and participation in class discussions (10%)

Students should come every week ready to discuss the readings.

Weekly assignment (20%). Each week students will do homework. Homework questions are in each lesson assignment. Each week (by Tuesday, 5pm), students will upload to the course website their weekly homework. Late weekly homework will earn a reduced grade!

Final paper (70%). (essay 50% + oral presentation 20%).
Essay (approx. 3000 words), to be submitted by February 20, 2016. In addition to the essay, you need to submit an abstract of your project (roughly 1 page) by January 5, 2016. Presentation should last 15 minutes. It will be graded on (1) the originality of the topic and its interpretation in connection with one or more theories assigned for this course (2) clearly developed argument (3) the organization of the presentation and the quality of the delivery (i.e., maintaining good eye contact with the audience, talking rather than reading off of a paper, using power point…).
Students must complete all the major assignments to pass the course.



	Start date
	
	End date
	

	Mid-Term, End-of-Term Examinations
	Term 1
	 Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4

	
	
	
	
	

	Final Examinations 
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4

	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Outcomes
	· The ability to analyse and interpret visual texts of different media

· The ability to use different theories on visual representation

· The ability to use the web as a source for research and information 

· The ability to coordinate analyses of image and text

· The ability to share ideas with peers

· The ability to present ideas clearly in speaking and writing

	Enrolment Requirements 
	Students should be enrolled in the 1st or 3rd semester

	Course Contents
	Today we live in the world inundated with images. From art, cinema, TV, commercial billboards to video games, social networking services, comic books etc., images make effects on our ideas about the social life. This course will investigate the role of cultural production and visual practices by introducing students to key debates on ways of seeing, aesthetics, ideology, manufacturing desire, consumerism, identity questions (race, gender, sexuality, age) and citizenship. 
This course is interdisciplinary and students will have opportunity to work on areas of their own choosing (American or British Studies)

	Required Reading
	· Evans, J. and S. Hall. (eds), Visual Culture: the Reader. London, SAGE. 2005. (selected chapters)

· Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2001. (selected chapters)


	Additional Reading
	· Berger, John. Ways of Seeing. London: Penguin. 1972, pp.7-34.

· Berlant, Lauren. The Queen of America goes to Washington City: Essays on Sex and Citizenship. London, Duke University Press.

· Debord, Guy. The Society of Spectacle. New York, Zone Books, 1994.

· Hall, Stuart. Representation: Cultural representations and signifying practices. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 1997.

· Jameson, Frederic.  Postmodernism,or, the Logic of Late Capitalism. Durham, Duke University Press. 1991.

· Žižek, Slavoj. The Pervert’s Guide to Ideology. 2012


	Internet  Sources
	Ways of Seeing, John Berger

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnfB-pUm3eI
Representation, Stuart Hall

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sbYyw1mPdQ
W.J.T. Mitchell, The future of the image

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sbYyw1mPdQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDnIgkytUP4


	Course Evaluation Procedures
	Course Evaluation is used to improve the quality of teaching and learning. The feedback from evaluation will help guide changes in future.

	Conditions for Obtaining Signatures
	Students should come every week ready to discuss the readings.

	Mark Grading Scale
	1 ECTS – attendance and participation (lectures)

2 ECTS – final paper 

1 ECTS – oral presentation

	Final Grade Calculation
	10% Attendance and participation in class discussions

20% Homework
50% Essay

20% Oral presentation

	Comments
	For those students who wish to read in greater depth about topics covered in this course, a number of books are available and placed in my office.


	Topics - Lectures

	No.
	Date
	Title
	Literature

	1.
	
	Introduction
	

	2.
	
	Visual Culture: Looking and Seeing; Representation
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	3.
	
	The myth of photographic truth, Ways of Seeing
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	4.
	
	Visual culture and ideology, taste
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	5.
	
	Encoding and decoding; Appropriation; Subculture
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	6.
	
	Spectatorship: psychoanalysis and the image of spectator
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)
Evans, J. and S. Hall. (eds), Visual Culture: the Reader. London, SAGE. 2005. (selected parts)

	7.
	
	Concepts of gaze
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	8.
	
	Discourse and the other (the exotic)
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	9.
	
	The reproduction of images
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	10.
	
	Mass media and the power of the image
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	11.
	
	Consumer culture and the manufacturing of desire
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	12.
	
	Postmodernisam and popular culture, parody, pastiche
	Sturken Marita and Lisa Cartwright. (2001) Practices of Looking: Introduction to Visual Culture, Oxford, Oxford University Press (selected parts)

	13.
	
	Students’ presentations
	

	14.
	
	Students’ presentations
	

	15.
	
	Closing lecture: visual culture today
	


Associate Professor Senka Božić-Vrbančić
