	Study Programme
	Undergraduate study in anglistics

	Course
	History of English

	Status of the Course
	optional

	Year
	3rd
	Semester
	6th

	ECTS Credits
	3

	Teacher
	PhD Lidija Štrmelj, assistant professor

	e-mail
	lstrmelj@unizd.hr

	consultation hours
	

	Associate / assistant
	

	e-mail
	

	consultation hours
	

	Place of teaching
	classroom 131

	Teaching methods
	lectures + seminars

	Teaching Workload

Lectures + Seminars
	2 + 1 

	Examination methods  
	mid-term and end-term tests or/and final exam



	Start date
	
	End date
	

	Colloquia
	Term 1
	 Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4

	
	
	
	
	

	Examination period 
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4

	
	
	
	
	

	Learning Outcomes
	general:

After completing the course, students should be able to:
· understand the inevitability of language change;

· know the origins of English and its place among world languages;

· recognize the most important features of the specific stages in the development of English;

· understand how contemporary English has resulted from linguistic change;

specific: 

· understand the causes and mechanisms of language change;

· classify Indo-European and Germanic languages, 
· know how to reconstruct older linguistic forms by comparison of recent ones,
· recognize and explain different foreign influences on the English vocabulary, 

· understand the shift of English from a synthetic to an analytic language, 

· understand the importance of the process of standardization,

· distinguish between prescriptive and descriptive approaches to the language,

· know how the national and regional varieties of language have developed, 
· perceive some language changes in progress

	Enrolment prerequisites
	none

	Course content
	the development of English from its beginnings to the present–day, based on selected readings of English texts and their analyses

	Required Reading
	a) Maček, Dora: A History of the English Language (a script), at  www.ffzg.hr; 
b) Barber, Charles: The English Language, A Historical Introduction, CUP 1993, 2000
c) Baugh, C. Albert & Cable, Thomas: A History of the English Language, Routledge 1993 (or later edition)

d) at least one of the books offered bellow in Additional Reading 
e) the selected older English texts (students will get them in the class)

	Additional Reading
	Aitchison, Jean: Language Change: Progress or Decay?, Fontana Linguistics, 1981
Brinton, J. Laurel & Arnovick, K. Leslie: The English Language. A Linguistic History, OUP, 2006

Jespersen, Otto: Growth and Structure of the English Language, Basil Blackwell Oxford, 1958 (or later editions)

	Internet  Sources
	optional

	Quality assurance
	student’s survey 

	Conditions for obtaining signatures
	Students should:

attend at least 75 % of all lectures and seminars, 
write seminar papers on certain topics, 
do homework assignments and 
take mid-term and end-term tests 

	Colloquium and exam grade marks 
	< 60 % - poor (1) 

60-70 % - sufficient (2), 

70-80 % - good (3), 

80-90 % - very good (4), 

90-100 % - excellent ( 5)

	Final grade
	the average grade mark of the two term-tests, or the grade obtained by the final exam 

	Remark
	Students who fail one of the two term-tests are obliged to take the final exam. 


	Teaching topics - lectures

	No.
	Date
	Title
	Literature

	1.
	
	synchronic vs. diachronic approach;
stages in the history of  English;
types of linguistic changes and their causes
	see Required readings


	2.
	
	types of linguistic changes and their causes (resumption)
	

	3.
	
	prehistory of language; 
Indo-European languages; 
Germanic languages
	

	4.
	
	Old English – outer approach to the period
	

	5.
	
	OE grammatical, phonological and lexical features 
	

	6.
	
	Middle English (ME) and its outer history
	

	7.
	
	ME grammatical, phonological and lexical features; linguistic changes relative to OE
	

	8.
	
	Mid-term test
	

	9.
	
	Early Modern English (E Mod E) and its external history  
	

	10.
	
	grammatical, phonological and lexical features of E Mod E; linguistic changes relative to ME
	

	11.
	
	E Mod E – the beginning of standardization
	

	12.
	
	Late Modern English  (L Mod E) – the 18th c. grammarians
	

	13.
	
	L Mod E, resumption
	

	14.
	
	Contemporary Modern English (C Mod E) …
	

	15.
	
	End-of-term test
	


	Seminars

	No.
	Date
	Title
	Literature

	1.
	
	distribution of Indo-European languages in present-day Europe and Asia; 

distribution of Germanic languages;

Grimm’s and Verner’s Laws
	Required and Additional Readings, as well as other sources

	2.
	
	reading of the Lord’s Prayer in OE with analysis of OE pronunciation
	

	3.
	
	reading of Ohtere’s Voyage with analysis of OE grammatical and lexical features
	

	4.
	
	reading of Beowulf with analysis of kennings
	

	5.
	
	importance of Geoffrey Chaucer for the history of English
	

	6.
	
	reading of Chaucer’s General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales with the analysis of  pronunciation
	

	7.
	
	Chaucer’s grammar;

Chaucer’s vocabulary;

French and Latin borrowings in the General Prologue
	

	8.
	
	Mid-term test 
	

	9.
	
	E Mod E - reading and linguistic analysis of two Shakespeare’s sonnets;

reading of selected texts written by early English reformers
	

	10.
	
	Ink-horn terms 
	

	11.
	
	biblical English - reading and analysis of selected passages from KJB
	

	12.
	
	development of national varieties;

British vs. American English;

modern borrowings 
	

	13.
	
	regional varieties in the British Isles and USA
	

	14.
	
	changes in progress
	

	15.
	
	End-of-term test
	


PhD Lidija Štrmelj, assistant professor

