	Study Programme
	MA Program in English 

	Course
	Violent Paradigms in Contemporary American Novels

	Status of the Course
	Elective 

	Year
	1
	Semester
	1

	ECTS Credits
	5

	Teacher
	Marko Lukic, Assistant Professor

	e-mail
	mlukic@unizd.hr

	consultation hours
	Tuesday 13.00 and by appointment

	Associate / Assistant
	

	e-mail
	

	Consultation hours
	

	Place of Teaching
	Lecture hall no. 157

	Mode of Teaching 
	lectures, seminar presentations, individual work

	Teaching Workload

Lectures + Seminars + Exercises
	L+S

	Assessment Criteria & Mode of Examination 
	final exam, midterm essay, seminar paper 

	Start date
	
	End date
	

	Mid-Term, End-of-Term Examinations
	Term 1
	 Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4

	
	Nov 26, 2018
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	Final Examinations 
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4

	
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA
	TBA

	Learning Outcomes
	The course develops the following generic competences:

a. instrumental competences: understanding and application of ideas and concepts; written communication in Croatian and English; foreign language use; word-processing software use
b. interpersonal competences: social interaction and cooperation; critical argumentation; criticism and self-criticism
c. systemic competences: application of practical knowledge; accepting and developing new ideas; understanding cultures other of one’s own; accepting different approaches and ideas; analytical thinking; oral and written presentation
The course also develops the following course-specific competences: 
The students will gain insight into the phenomena of violence present in contemporary American literature and culture. Through the analysis of various social issues as well as literary texts the student will gain an insight into the reoccurring presence and re-affirmation, which in turn can be observed as a subversive instrument whose function is the questioning and the subverting of the utopian perception of the American dream. By attempting to follow the development of violent paradigms, and through the analysis of its roots, the course will attempt to emphasize the role of literature within the process of articulation of the American “national anxiety”. In addition to this, through their seminar work, the students are expected to continue, in a more critical way, the analysis of the relationship between violence, society and literature. 

	Enrolment Requirements 
	Enrolment in the 1st semester of the English MA program. 

	Course Contents
	

	Required Reading
	1. Michael Herr - Dispatches

2. Philip Caputo – A Rumor of War
3. Cormac McCarthy – Blood Meridian or the Evening Redness in the West
4. Cormac McCarthy – No Country for Old Men 

5. Cormac McCarthy - The Road
6. Don DeLillo – White Noise
7. Don DeLillo - Americana 

8. Don DeLillo  - Libra


	Additional Reading
	1. Slotkin, Richard. Gunfighter Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in Twentieth-Century: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998.

2. Bruce B. Lawrence, Aisha Karim Eds. – On Violence, A Reader



	Internet Sources
	

	Course Evaluation Procedures
	Student evaluations 

	Conditions for Obtaining Signatures
	Attending 70% of the lectures and seminars

	Mark Grading Scale
	S1 – S5

	Final Grade Calculation
	1 ECTS – attendance

2 ECTS – activity during lectures and seminars

2 ECTS – seminar paper/final exam 
40% od the final grade is premised on attendance, reading activities, and active participation

60% of the grade is premised on the seminar paper and the final exam


	Comments
	Any plagiarism activities will result in a disciplinary action initiated by the instructor, the Department of English, and responsible offices of the University of Zadar.


	Lectures:

	No.
	Date
	Title
	Literature

	1.
	
	Introduction: Syllabus, Grading, Responsibilities
	Course Syllabus

	2.
	
	The issue of violence and the contemporary American novel
	

	3.
	
	How Vietnam was lost, American exceptionalism
	

	4.
	
	Vietnam, The New Frontier, JFK, the influence of the media, Graham Greene, The Quiet American
	Michael Herr - Dispatches

	5.
	
	New Journalism, Michael Herr, Dispatches, the map, spatial issues
	Michael Herr – Dispatches

	6.
	
	Philip Caputo, Rumors of War, Tim O'Brien The Things They Carried, the „transformation“
	Philip Caputo – A Rumor of War

	7.
	
	The Wild West, The Frontier, elements of the Western genre, the gunslingers/cowboys
	Cormac McCarthy – Blood Meridian or the Evening Redness in the West

	8.
	
	Cormac McCarthy, Blood Meridian, the characters, The New vs. The Old World, desert/space
	Cormac McCarthy – Blood Meridian or the Evening Redness in the West

	9.
	
	No Country for Old Men, new forms of violence, the changing of the mythology, The Road
	Cormac McCarthy – No Country for Old Men 

	10.
	
	Consumerism and violence, the Panopticum, conspiracy and paranoia, Don DeLillo
	Don DeLillo - Americana ili Libra

	11.
	
	Burroughs and DeLillo, Americana, Running Dog
	Don DeLillo - Americana ili Libra

	12.
	
	White Noise, media and violence
	Don DeLillo – White Noise

	13.
	
	Libra, the assassination of the President, the birth of “media violence”
	Don DeLillo - Libra

	14.
	
	Underworld, Cold War paranoia, the imagery of a serial killer
	Don DeLillo - Libra


Instructor:
Marko Lukic, PhD
