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Dijana Vican was born on December 5, 1959 in Imotski, Republic of Croatia. She graduated 

at the single major study of pedagogy at the Department of Pedagogy of the Faculty of 

Philosophy of the University of Zagreb in 1984. She finished scientific postgraduate study in 

andragogy in 1991 at the same institution obtaining MA degree, and in 2000 she earned PhD 

degree in the field of educational sciences. 

She was employed in 1987 as a research assistant at the Department of Pedagogy of the 

Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Split, presently University of Zadar. She realized 

scientific and teaching advancements in the same institution. Presently she is a scientific 

advisor and full professor in the scientific field of social sciences, field of pedagogy, branch 

of general pedagogy. 

Her scientific-professional and teaching work is divided in several pedagogic disciplines – 

general, systematic and intercultural pedagogy, educational policies, andragogy, 

entrepreneurship education, inclusive education and education of teachers. 

She has been involved in the teaching work from the beginning of her employment at the 

study of pedagogy and other study programs with the Program for obtaining teaching 

competences. She has contributed to innovations in the study program of pedagogy at 

undergraduate and graduate level and development of the doctoral study of pedagogy. 

Her scientific work has been in accordance with legal requirements of the scientific activity 

through the following activities: publishing scientific works, applying for scientific projects 

and managing them, participating in joint scientific projects in country and abroad, 

participation in program- and organization boards of scientific conferences in country and 

abroad, participation in editorial boards of scientific journals from the field of pedagogy, 

reviewing works, and development of young scientific staff. 

From the beginning of her work at the higher education institution she has been on scientific 

and professional specializations in country and abroad (United States, Finland, Scotland, 

Slovenia, Denmark, Germany, etc). 

She has worked as an invited lecturer at professional specializations of educators, 

schoolteachers, teachers, professional associates and principals, as well as an invited lecturer 

at conferences in country and abroad. 

She performed several functions at the University. She was a deputy head of the Department 

of Pedagogy (2003 – 2006), acting head of the Department of Pedagogy (academic year 

2006/2007), vice-rector of the University of Zadar (November 2007 – January 2008), head of 

the Chair in General Pedagogy at the Department of Pedagogy (academic year 2012/2013 and 

2013/2014). She has been vice-rector of the University of Zadar from the academic year 

2011/2012.  

 

She performed several functions not related to the University. She was the president of the 

Administrative Council of the National Center for External Evaluation of Education (2005 – 

2009), president of the National Curriculum Council at the Ministry of Science, Education 

and Sports (2006-2009) and secretary of state in the Ministry of Science, Education and 

Sports (2008 – 2011). 



She was a member of relevant work groups and commissions at the national level: 

Negotiating group – Chapter 26: Education – culture (2005 – 2006), Negotiating group – 

Chapter 23: Administration of justice and fundamental rights (2010), Commission for the 

Development of the Croatian Qualifications Framework at the Government of the Republic of 

Croatia (2007 – 2010). From this year (2015) she has been a president of the Sectorial Council 

for Upbringing, Education and Sport at the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports. 

Prof. dr. sc. Dijana Vican gave exceptional contribution to foundation of the University of 

Zadar as the first department-type university in the Republic of Croatia and to making of the 

Project Report about the University of Zadar and development of the University to the present 

day. She initiated foundation of the university center „Stjepan Matičević“ (2005) which she 

leads and uses for realization of project aims in the field of high quality of teachers' 

qualifications, professionalization of school management and encouragement of education of 

the adults. 

With her work she has been contributing constantly and generously to scientific and 

professional affirmation and popularization of the University of Zadar in country and abroad. 

 

 

 


